
Saddle Ridge Estates Association, Ltd.
599 Saddle Ridge, Portage, WI 53901
Website: www.saddleridgeestates.net

(608) 742-6850

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
August 12, 2024

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
W8267 Hwy 33, Portage, WI 53901

MINUTES
Directors Present: Brett Johanen, Tom Joswiak, Winnie Schumann, Karl Turner, Vicki Vogts
Directors Absent: Peggy Brunner, Calvin Gruss

I. CALL TO ORDER - CERTIFY QUORUM:
Schumann called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm; quorum present.

II. POSTING OF NOTICE:
Meeting date was posted on the SREA website and “Deer Tales” community newsletter. Agenda was emailed to
owners.

III. REVIEW MINUTES AND APPROVAL OF LAST MEETING MINUTES:
Motion made by Joswiak to approve minutes as presented; seconded by Turner; approved by all.

IV. DIRECTOR UPDATES:

A. Grounds (reported by Turner):

1. Grounds Project Service Requests:
Eight (8) work orders received - 3 for mailbox issues, 2 for tree trimming, 1 for cleaning out the
drainage ditch between U408 & U409, 1 asking to have a tree taken down, and 1 with issues
pertaining to the rock wall by condo. All requests are mostly completed.

2. TRK sprayed pesticide in the rock crib between U408 & 409 on July 15. They fertilized the lawns
on July 18. TRK will be on vacation the week of August 19 so no mowing or trimming will not
happened that week. It will be mowed and trimmed the week of August 16. Vogts will email
owners notifying them of this mowing schedule.

3. The Tree Committee has reached their budget of $2,000 on expenditures.

4. Project requests for adding driveway pads have been approved for U511 and U6026. Cost is unit
owner’s responsibility.

5. 21 dead trees were removed near U317 on July 29.

6. Vacant Lot Mowing Agreement:
The agreement between Gardner and Saddle Ridge Corporation has not been signed yet. Darin
thought it would be this week. Gardner will assume mowing and trimming of the vacant lots
within our association. SREA will pay the second half of the mowing agreement we had with
Darin, but will be reimbursed by Saddle Ridge Corporation.
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B. Utilities (reported by Schumann):

1. The Saddle Ridge Utilities meeting was held on August 1 with limited attendance again.

a. LCRR reporting is not complete for all areas. Lift station bids that Lukasz Lyzwa of
General Engineering initially received were extremely high. He is working through that to
get it down to something reasonable.

b. All of the pipes in the well & pump house need to be painted. We will use the GEC
account discount for pipe paint and ask Gavinski to do the painting.

c. No progress on planning for the testing of main valves in the west end to identify more
localized water shutoffs.

d. ​​Discussion on planned expansion and new units. We don't have the specifics but expect
that the systems will adequately support them. We have requested a copy of Gardner’s
site plans for the vacant lots to ensure the system’s capabilities.

C. Roads:

1. Unit Directional Signs:
The board approved at the last meeting to go with 100's, 200's, etc. Schumann will take care of
ordering the signs from Two Rivers Signs.

2. Posted Speed Signs:
Is the “speeders will be fined” warning sign sufficient? Schumann purchased yellow reflective
signs stating “Slow Down - 20 MPH”. We will replace two of the current speed limit signs on the
frontage road that runs between the two entrances. Metal posts and anti-theft bolts will be
purchased to hold the “speeders will be fined” signs. Vogts will contact Sheriff Roger Brandner to
see if he would be willing to put out a post on the dangers of speeding within Saddle Ridge.

3. Golf Cart Driven by Underage Student:
A resident saw a private golf cart being driven this past weekend by three young kids with no
adults with them. Since we do not know who owned the golf cart, we don’t know if they came
from the country club area or here in Saddle Ridge there isn’t much we can do about it. No notice
will be sent to SREA owners or on Next Door.

D. Buildings (reported by Brunner by email):

1. Building Project Service Requests: 7 requests received = 6 completed by Phil Gavinski and 1
denied for being the unit owner’s responsibility.

2. On August 8, Gavinski cleaned out gutters, downspouts and roofs in high tree debris
areas (for the third time this summer). General gutter/downspout roof cleaning is
scheduled for October.

3. The unit reroofing triage list recommendations for 2024-2025 will also be created by
Gavinski and will be submitted to the SREA Board for approval.

4. The final 2 of 10 reroofing jobs were completed by Gardner Company on time and within
budget. Warranty paperwork are forthcoming.

E. Secretary (reported by Vogts):

1. Two (2) Welcome Packets emailed to new owners.

2. Four (4) phone messages were left in the association phone voicemail. Messages forwarded to
appropriate director to take care of the issues.
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F. Treasurer (reported by Joswiak):

1. Review and approve July SREA Financial Reports:

a. We are projecting to be on target with the budget for this fiscal year. Motion to approve
the financial reports as presented by Vogts; seconded by Turner; all approved.

b. Review and approve 2024-2025 Water and Sewer Budgets:
The Utilities Committee reviewed/approved the budget and will be increasing Sewer cost
more than the planned 2.5% inflation amount to account for the 25% increase in fees
from the City of Portage for sewage.

c. 2024-2025 SREA Budget has been approved by the board. Motion by Schumann to
approve the proposed budget; Johanen seconded; all approved.

d. Finalize amount of annual insurance payment will be subsidized by Sewer and/or Water
Fund by $5,778. Motion made by Joswiak; Vogts seconded; all approved.
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V. OLD BUSINESS

A. Saddle Ridge Water Agreement:
The Water Agreement has been signed by all parties and a copy has been sent to all participants as well
as Darin Gardner, who will be buying Saddle Ridge Corporation from Pat Kirk this week. The Water
Agreement and the Sewer Agreement are posted on our website. Vogts has the original.

B. All Saddle Ridge Board of Director Meetings:
It was agreed that the group would meet twice a year - maybe spring and fall. The next meeting is
scheduled for Monday, March 24, 2025, at 6:00 pm, at Bethlehem Lutheran Church. Vogts has the church
fellowship hall reserved. If needed, we will invite the Saddle Ridge Golf Course and Saddle Ridge Marina
if a topic directly pertains to them.

Topic highlights:
● “Speeders will be Fined” signs will be posted at the two entrances into Saddle Ridge.
● We will ask TRK to mow between the main entrance road and rock ditch (property owned by

SREA).
● “Deer Tales” will be emailed to all association secretaries who will email it out to owners. New

procedure will begin January 1, 2025.
● SREA will charge new owners an “ownership transfer fee” equal to one month of our HOA fee to

be charged at closing - motion made by Schumann; seconded by Vogts; all approved. Vogts will
email all boards of this fee

C. Annual Meeting Mailing:
SREA Annual Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 17, 2024, at 6:00 pm, at Bethlehem Lutheran
Church’s fellowship hall. Vogts emailed annual meeting documents that will be mailed out to all owners
on August 30 to all board members to review. Members will email Vogts of any potential changes.
Joswiak will email Vogts his financial reports to be included in the mailing.
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D. SREA Website:
Our webmaster, Brian Fuerst, has redesigned our website to a more current look and feel. He also
created a mobile website that is formatted to view on a cell phone. All of his work has been donated and
at no cost to the SREA. Thank you, Brian, for your continued support!!!!

Brian has also created an online Project Request Form that will be emailed to the SREA email address
and then can be forwarded to the appropriate director to take care of. Joswiak will send 2023 End of Year
Financials to Brian to post on the website.

E. Any Other Old Business Items:
None.

VI. NEW BUSINESS

A. Any Other New Business Items:
None.

VII. ADJOURNMENT

Joswiak made a motion to adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 7:35 pm. Next board meeting is scheduled for Monday,
September 9, 2024. The SREA Annual Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 17, 2024, at 6:00 pm, at
Bethlehem Lutheran Church fellowship hall.

Submitted by:

Vicki Vogts
SREA Secretary

Approved: September 9, 2024
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